
8

Arnold and His Jewish Aids at West Point
Last Chapter of the Treason Story: the Arrest and Trial of the

Jewish Major: Strange Testimony: Subsequent Public Opinion

two of this series ofVOLUME
entitled "Jewish Activ-

ities in the United States being the
second volume of "The International
Jew," twenty-tw- o articles, 256 pages
will be sent to any address at the cost
of printing and mailing, which is 25

cents.

discloses a marvelous facility of playing horse with
the law.

Fie remained in jail until October 6, and then
strange to relate, he is given two weeks to get within
the enemy's lines. Investigation somehow has been
stopped ; prosecution has been sidetracked. But David
found 14 days too brief a time to wind up his affairs
and he petitions for an extension of time. It is denied
Then when one week of the time had passed. Franks
asks for a pass to New York for himself, daughter
man-erva- nt and two maid-servant- s; this is refused and
passes arc authorized for himself, daughter and one
maid-serva- nt "provided she be an indented servant"
But David does not use these passes. He applies again
for an extension of time on account of an "indispos-
ition of body." Thus, by keeping officials busy with
his evasions and his counter-suggestion- s the record finds

him still in Philadelphia on November 18, a month
after he was supposed to be out of the country.

He makes application for another pass. The Coun-

cil obediently sends him one, the secretary making this

observation in his note : "The Council are much su-
rprised that you still remain in this city, and hope that
you will immediately depart this state, agreeable to

their late order, otherwise measures will be taken to
compel you to comply with the same."

A Common Jewish Stratagem Stalling for Time

David go? He does not. He writes anDOES polite letter. Incidentally he gives a hint of

what may be keeping him. In his letter to the Coun-

cil he says :

"Being apprehensive that a report raised and

circulated that I had depreciated the currency by

purchase of specie may have given rise to preju-

dice against me with the Honorable Council
More than likely this is precisely what David was

doing. It was done later by another Jew in American

history, Judah P. Benjamin, and it was : curywhere
by Jews during the recent war. With David's racial

itch for money and his disloyalty to the American cause,

there was probably sound foundation for the report.

And then, in the last line of his letter, he fin is fault

with his pass, and asks for another. AH this time, of

course, he is gaining time, and is fulfilling his purpose

with regard to the specie.
This, by the way. is a common Jewish stratagem. It

is very much observed in lawsuits. The non-Je- w can

always be depended on to desire justice and humanity,

and these traits are systematically played upon. The

non-Je- w is also inclined to take men's word at its face

value, which is also a trait which can be used to his

hurt. If, for example, in a business transaction which

is to be consummated a week hence, the non-Je- w could

absolutely fortify himself if he had the slightest

suspicion of sharp dealing, it is to the advantage of

the Jew who tries to "do" him to give him his word

as to exactly what steps will be taken a week hence at

the final settlement. If the non-Je- w believes that

word, he is quieted for a week. He does nothing. He

rests implicitly on the given word. Then the morning

comes, and the dishonest Jew steps up without warning

and drives through ruthlessly to a tricky gain. This

is so common that thousands who have been tricked

by it have told the full details. Keep the Gentile so

busy, or satisfy him so fully, that he will not bother

that's the strategy. David knew it even in his day,

and it was ancient then.

Franks' Opinion ofArnold's Accomplice

General Washington had MittnH the rep
AFTER to Benedict Arnold, he proceeded at once

kto good the intimation which he had given

the unhappy officer "I will myself furnish you, as far

as may be in my power, with opportunities of regaining

the esteem of your country." It was late in July, ITS"

that General Washington had learned of the British

plan to march to N WpOTt and attack
of the American cause before they could land and

entrench inrHftrri Washington therefore decided

to harry the British and perhaps prevent the attack by

crossing the Hudson and marching down the cast

shore to menace N w York, the British headquarters.
It was the last day of July, and General Washing-

ton was personally seeing the last division over at
King's Ferry, when Benedict Arnold appeared. It is

true that he had been wounded, it is also trr.e that his

accounts had not been allowed by Congress ; but his

wound w as the fortune of war. and the delay in al-

lowing his accounts was due to his already acquired
reputation for shady dealing in money matters, neither
ol which justified him in betraying his country, but

both of which might have stimulated him to recover

the statu he had so early lost.
It was thus that Benedict Arnold appeared before

George Washington, that last day of July. 1780 a man

whoa Congress rightly distrusted, a man who had
just been rightly reprimanded, a man whose fellow
officers looked at him askance.

The Fateful Choice of West Point

it was to such a man that Washington made
YET his word. The army was on the way to New

York to attack the British. As Arnold rode up. Gen-

eral Washington said to him. "You are to command the

left wing, the post of honor."
Those who were present report that, at Washing-

ton's words, Arnold's countenance fell. The magnanim-

ity of the First American meant nothing to him. The
opportunity to retrieve his good name had somehow
lost its value.

So patent was Arnold - disappointment, that Wash-

ington a-k- ed him to ride to headquarters and await
him there. At headquarters Arnold disclosed to Wash-

ington's aid, Colonel Tilghman. lhat h:s desire was not
for a command in the army but for the command of
West Pont West Point was then but a post up the
Hudson River, far outside the zone of important fight-

ing, and certainly the last place it was thought the
intrepid Arnold would desire to be. The inconsistency
between Arnold's desire for action and West Point's
lack of action, struck General Washington very for-

cibly. He had offered Arnold a chance to rehabilitate
nil reputation; Arnold hum: back, asking for a place
where no distinctive service could then be rendered.

NTow let the reader take note of this fact : it may
be important, it may be unimportant ; it may have some
bearing on Benedict Arnold's action, it may have none ;

but the fact nevertheless is this : The Forage Master,
that is. the quartermaster at We-- t Point, was Colonel
Isaac Franks, a member of the same family which we
ha bam considering in these articles. This Col-

onel Iaac Franks, we are informed by the Jewish
records which make a vireat deal of the fact, was once
confidential aid-de-ca- to General Washington,
though for what ronton the relationship was dissolved
we are not informed.

Two Jewish Franks With Arnold

reader will recall that the narrative of BenedictTHE has already included two members of the
Franks family David, of Philadelphia, and David
Solesbury Franks, who came down from Montreal.

The third Franks is now in view Colonel Isaac
Franks. He is in charge of supplies at the post pf
West Point. It is to Weft Poinl that Benedict Arnold
wishes to go, even though General Washington is of-

fering him the post of honor in the forward movement
which the Continental Army is about to make It is

the last day of July. 1780.

On August X General Washington gave Arnold his
orders and allow d him to proceed to take command
of West Point. Accompanying him. of course, was
Colonel David Solesbury Franks, his aid-de-cam-

whose testimony had been so useful at the court mar
tint There were then two Franks at Went Point
Colonel D. S. Franks, aid to the commandant, and
CoiOMl Isaac Franks, in charge of supphing the po I

It appears that Arnold had already been in com-

munication with the enemy and had asked for the

command at West Point, not for any of the pM
he alleged to General Washington, but because he had

already chosen it as the gateway through which he
was to let the British through into the weakened Amer-

ican territory. For two months, Arnold had been writ-

ing to "Anderson." or John Andre. He had been
reaching out toward the enemy for a longer time than
that, and had at length requested that a man equal to
himself be appointed to negotiate with him. Major
John Andre, adjutant general of the British Army in

America, was chosen as one of rank sufficiently high
to deal with Arnold. They had already come into
touch with each other before Arnold asked General
Washington for the post at West Point. And Andre,
as we have previously seen, knew the Franks.

Apologists for Arnold have said that the reason he
showed so deep a disappointment when General Wash-
ington offered him the command of the left wing of
the army, was that he had never expected such mag-

nanimous treatment, and for the moment was consci-

ence-stricken that he had gone so far with the enemy
when his own country offered him such fine prospects
If that were the true state of Arnold's mind, he need
only have taken command of the left wing, or, having
been committed to take West Point, he need only have
gone there and performed his soldierly duty.

The history and personality of Major John Andre,
who completed the negotiations with Arnold, and lost
his life as a spy, while Arnold lived long as a traitor,
have been the object of much interest and research.
His descent is obscure. His parentage was known as
"Swiss-French.- " It is thought that the first Andre
came into England in the train of a Jewish family.
Andre himself had those accomplishments which were
most highly prized in the society of the day. In any
event, of Jewish or non-Jewis- h descent, he was a far
finer character than Benedict Arnold.

Government Action and a Bit of Jewish Comedy

ARNOLD S staff at West Point, besides the twoOSJewish Franks Isaac and David there was Lieu-

tenant Colonel Richard Varick. This Yarick was a wise
I oung fellow who preferred to have as little as pos-

sible to do with Arnold's affairs. He refused to take
any responsibility connected with Arnold's dealings
with money or goods. For some apparently good rea-

son, which will not be difficult for the reader to sur-
mise, Yarick adopted the strict policy of keeping his
hands off all supplies. Thus it was left to Major
Franks to attend all such matters to which he was
apparently nothing loath. In fact. Major Franks even
looked after General Arnold's private cupboard.

Xot to delay longer over details, suffice it to say that
on September 22, 1780, less than two months after
assuming command at West Point, the treason of
Benedict Arnold was accomplished. One more day, and
it was discovered and foiled.

Instant inquiry was made to detect accomplices.
Major Franks is placed under arrest. David Franks,
of Philadelphia, is arrested. It may or may not be
significant, but it is nevertheless a fact, that upon the
accomplishment of Arnold's treason the authorities

rdered that the two Jews, David Franks and David
Solesbury Franks, be put under arrest.

The experience of David Franks adds a bit of Jew-
ish comedy to this serious scene. It appears that he
still has influence to save him from severe treatment
and to gain him time. On the occasion of his previous
arrest in 1778. Benedict Arnold was commander of the
city of Philadelphia and David Solesbury Franks was
on Arnold! staff, and if Arnold and Franks could con-
coct a - heme of profiteering off the closed stores of
the city, t was profcnbrj not bond them to se that
the elder David Franks received favor in his case. At
least, as the reader oi previous articles knows David
Pranks went free, although caught in the act of com-
municating with the enemy.

But this time there is no Benedict Arnold to help
him. and his nephew 1 aVcc himself is under arrest be-

cause of Arnold's treason. Yet the Philadelphia Jew

IS request for a new pass is refused. But still

viUv an amused Council senasH
u: k rrn hv th next dav. And inn

he goes, but not, we may well believe, until he had done

all he intended to do. David is delightfully Jewisn

and the Council are naively Gentile.
Up at West Point other matters are proc

When General Washington arrived and heard

startling news he asked Colonel Varick to

him. He spoke to the young officer most considerate

told him he did not question his loyalty, but uno

circumstances he would ask him to consider rum

under arrest. It was very like Washington to dotn

to make the arrest himself, gently. There is no
tin j

however, that a like courtesy was shown

Major David lolesbury Franks. Washington proD

remembered him as the witness for Arnold

Arnold's court-marti- al and repr.m
which led to

On that frontier post (as West Point then nasi

witnesses. Franks and yarw
there were no
confronted with the necessity of testifying

the Jewish major was his -
other. That is. $

resentativc in court and practically his own


